POLICY & PRACTICE BRIEF

GIYANI LOCAL SCALE CLIMATE RESEARCH
RESILIENCE PROGRAMME COMMISSION

GLSCRIP ﬁ WATER

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND MULTIPLE-USE
WATER SYSTEMS IN GIYANI

In this policy brief we uncover the challenge of engaging
municipalities and stakeholders in embracing multiple-use
water supply systems. We learn why upfront capital
investment can transform lives, particularly those of
women and rural communities, while securing substan-
tial, sustainable, and long-term benefits for the rural
villages of Giyani.

The heart of the challenge lies in persuading local municipalities and
key stakeholders to recognize the value of adopting multiple-use water
supply systems. These systems may necessitate additional capital
expenditure, yet they hold the promise of profoundly improving
people’s lives, especially women and the rural poor, and ensuring
lasting and substantial benefits.

Water is not just a basic necessity; it's a powerful catalyst for community
development and transformation. The integration of multiple-use water
supply systems into local governance can have a transformative impact.
These systems empower communities by providing water for various
needs, including domestic use, agriculture, and income-generating
activities.

Rural communities, in particular, gain access to a reliable source of water
that enhances agricultural productivity, boosts income opportunities, and
strengthens food security. While upfront capital investment may pose
a challenge, it paves the way for long-term prosperity, resilience, and
self-sufficiency.

“Water is not just a
basic necessity; it's a
pouwerful catalyst for

community development
and transformation.”



RECOMMENDATIONS

€ngage Local Authorities
Collaborate with local governance strucutres to garner support for multi-
ple-use water supply systems.

Community Empowerment

Highlight the transformative impact on women and rural communities,
emphasizing the reduction in women'’s burdens and the potential for
income generation.

€conomic Benefits
Showecase the long-term economic benefits, including enhanced agricultural
productivity, increased income, and improved food security.

Sustainable Development
Emphasize the role of multiple-use systems in contributing to sustainable
development and community resilience.

Community Involvement
Encourage active participation of communities in the planning and
decision-making process for water supply systems.

Capacity Building
Provide training and capacity-building programs to equip local authorities
with the knowledge and skills needed for system design and implementation.

Financial Incentives
Explore funding options and incentives to alleviate the initial capital expenditure
burden on municipalities.

Community Success Stories
Share success stories of communities that have thrived through the adoption
of multiple-use systems.

Policy Integration
Advocate for the integration of multiple-use water supply systems into local
governance policies and strategies.

By involving local government and stakeholders in the adoption of multiple-use
water supply systems, communities can unlock their full potential for growth,
prosperity, and sustainable development.Together, we can build a future
where water is a source of empowerment and progress for all.
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